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An intensification of the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Wetland N 77777757777 Wetland assessment rankings for the IPCI and NDRAM Data from this summer is currently being evaluated and lab analysis
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increased to a total of 53 randomly selected wetland points located throughout North | I R K | e . Modeling of tland ment. land nd/or nutrient l
Dakota to meet sample size adequacy not only for the state but the wetland rich Prairie | NN T— « ZNotem Glaciated Plains Fair High 0 5 12 Odeling of wetland assessment, 1and use, and/or hutrient poots
Pothole Region as well. The NWCA protocol for the characterization of a wetland point | AN | ,- | S\ Northwestem Glaciated Plains « Comparisons of how and where nutrients are stored in different
was completed at each site, and the three tiered assessment methods developed in | ( NN / LLIIII] Northwestern Great Piains | tland . lant and soil dat
North Dakota for the characterization of a wetland area were also completed for N ,‘ ! > 3y 5 Fair Low - 6 7 wetlands using ptant and Soit data
comparison. The protocol utilized during the 2011 field season ended up providing A ! _j‘;“’«;w ;; e « Analysis of ecosystem services in wetlands with special attention to
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soil chemistry samples, rapid assessment method data, buffer condition data, landscape R4l wetland vegetation and nutrient Cydmg
variables data, hydrology data, and land-use/stressor data. Additionally, above ground At each of the 53 sites, four wetland assessments and various soil and
plant biomass and soil samples were collected at different landscape positions (upland lant l llected Total 4 23 28
and wetland) at each site to be tested for C, N, and P content, for utilization in ptant samples were cotlected.
modeling the cycles of these elements in various wetland conditions. Samples were also Assessments:
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 Land use has affected wetlands
Very poor 3 *2 are riparian, 1 is a fen

-- Historically, the PPR was comprised of mixed and tall-grass
prairie with about 20 to 60 % of the landscape containing wetland
ecosystems (Seabloom and van der Valk 2003)

-- Cropping, draining, and natural climatic fluctuations have decreased the
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landscape position for a total of 15 quadrats per site
-- Soil samples were collected at three locations per landscape position; two
soil cores were extracted at each location for a total of 18 cores per site
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